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Entered  according  to  the  Act  oi'  Congress- 


I  most  earnestly  request  all  who  take  the  following  work  to  examine 
it  with  care  and  attention  throughout  before  they  form  an  opinion  of  its 
merits  if  any  doubt  should  then  rest  on  their  minds  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  the  doctrines  inculcated  or  the  truth  of  the  assertions  made  I  trust  they 
will  apply  the  test  of  experience  before  they  reject  it  as  unworthy  of  the 
object  it  is  intended  to  accomplish  if  any  portion  of  it  should  give  offence 
to  those  who  may  honor  it  by  a  perusal  owing  to  the  broad  and  perhaps 
blunt  manner  with  which  the  truth  is  written  I  would  remind  such  that 
the  object  of  the  writer  was  to  reform  by  enabling  people  to  know  them¬ 
selves  I  have  acted  like  the  Mother  in  the  fable  who  placed  a  looking 
Glass  before  her  Daughter  when  in  an  ill  humour  by  way  of  shewing  her 
how  hideus  she  looked  on  such  occasions  it  worked  a  cure  and  I  am  quite 
certain  this  will  go  very  far  to  accomplish  the  same  object. 


HOW  TO  GET  THROUGH  THE  WORLD. 


- -  — . 

Commencing  with  the  first  stages  of  our  existence  we  will 
find  that  nature  has  brought  us  into  the  world  on  terms  of 
the  most  perfect  equality  our  bodies  are  formed  of  the  same 
materials  and  our  minds  have  a  most  striking  resemblance  to 
one  another  so  soon  as  the  reasoning  powers  begin  to  devel- 
ope  themselves  we  receive  impressions  from  others  that  grad¬ 
ually  work  a  change  upon  us  and  we  begin  at  a  very  early 
period  in  life  almost  to  forget  that  our  bodies  are  mere 
animal  compositions  the  Laws  good  fortune  and  advantages 
of  situation  place  persons  of  the  same  species  and  often  bearing 
a  most  striking  resemblance  to  eacii  other  in  situations  so 
different  that  from  the  habit  of  beholding  them  maintaining 
themselves  in  that  way  for  a  long  time  those  who  do  not 
possess  powerful  and  Philosophic  minds  and  are  unable  to 
account  by  the  process  of  reason  for  the  difference  are  apt  to 
consider  those  who  are  most  fortunate  as  a  species  of  beings 
superior  to  themselves  in  every  respect  when  in  fact  and  in 
truth  they  are  precisely  similar  in  most  things  and  sometimes 
differing  but  little  even  in  those  qualities  that  have  had  and 
always  will  have  a  tendency  to  produce  such  distinctions, 
in  our  country  where  the  laws  place  us  all  on  an  equality 
except  so  far  as  fortune  has  made  a  difference  such  prejudices 
are  less  excusable  than  in  Europe  where  the  laws  give  ad¬ 
vantages  to  certain  classes  that  are  denied  to  others  I  shall 
endeavour  in  the  course  of  this  work  to  place  things  in  their 
natural  and  real  relations  to  one  another  and  in  such  a  light 
that  I  trust  it  will  go  far  to  remove  prejudice  and  establish 
truth  on  a  more  sure  and  certain  foundation.  We  should 
never  for  a  moment  forget  the  animal  nature  of  our  bodies  it 
has  a  tendency  to  render  us  much  more  humane  and  reason¬ 
able  in  our  conduct  to  our  fellow  creatures  and  we  should 
also  hold  in  special  remembrance  the  fact  that  the  Laws  of 
our  country  have  declared  that  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants 
are  decidedly  more  valuable  than  any  thing  else  they  are 
made  to  protect  would  not  a  constant  and  vivid  recollection 
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of  this  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  us  from  committing  acts 
of  violence  on  the  persons  of  one  another  almost  without 
scruple  or  hesitation  while  we  would  really  be  shocked  or 
pretend  to  be  so  at  the  slightest  outrage  on  property.  Com¬ 
mencing  with  our  infancy  we  should  recollect  in  our  treat¬ 
ment  of  children  that  nature  does  not  furnish  them  with  any 
Idea  either  of  the  Laws  good  morals  or  the  Rules  of  propriety 
they  acquire  such  habits  as  appear  to  check  and  restrain  their 
Natural  desires  altogether  from  the  instructions  of  others  or 
from  opportunities  of  association  and  their  own  powers  of 
observation  at  that  period  in  life  they  exhibit  the  same  desires 
and  propensities  exhibited  by  Adults  the  only  difference  being 
in  superiority  of  information  more  extended  intellectual  power 
and  some  slight  change  of  constitution  if  a  child  will  grasp  at 
an  apple  or  cake  the  same  person  will  probably  in  after  life 
use  such  means  as  his  capacity  and  information  place  within 
his  reach  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  such  pleasures  as  his 
mind  desires.  Punishment  ought  never  to  be  inflicted  on 
children  untill  they  are  first  taught  that  the  act  is  wrong  and 
all  means  of  reason  and  persuasion  have  failed  to  accomplish 
their  reformation  I  believe  it  will  generally  prove  true  that  if 
corporeal  punishments  are  not  resorted  to  at  first  but  if  the 
custom  is  generally  introduced  into  the  community  of  using 
persuasion  and  making  them  sensitive  to  disgrace  and  re¬ 
proach  always  taking  care  that  Justice  is  done  it  will  answer 
a  much  better  purpose  than  bodily  punishment  we  have  some 
strong  examples  on  this  point  in  the  French  Army  corporeal 
punishments  are  not  allowed  and  experience  has  shewn  that 
discipline  and  obedience  can  be  as  thoroughly  attained  by 
making  them  sensitive  on  points  of  Honour  to  Public  Opinion 
as  by  the  most  severe  and  cruel  bodily  punishments  I  must 
here  observe  that  we  should  in  all  cases  when  called  on  to 
decide  disputes  between  children  Judge  from  the  actual  facts 
of  the  case  we  should  never  take  into  consideration  the  for¬ 
mer  good  or  ill-conduct  of  the  party  in  forming  our  opinions 
where  we  have  distinct  and  positive  evidence  the  fact  of  the 
individual  formerly  behaving  ill  ought  not  to  condemn  him 
we  should  not  allow  a  prejudice  of  that  kind  to  operate 
against  the  culprit  unless  it  is  necessary  for  the  exculpation 
of  some  one  whose  character  is  unstained  by  way  of  impres¬ 
sing  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  still  more  strongly  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  avoiding  prejudice  I  beg  leave  to  add  the  following 
observations  would  it  not  appear  very  strange  and  surprising 
to  a  reasonable  mind  without  prejudice  that  after  being 


acquainted  with  2  children  we  will  say  by  way  of  example 
although  the  same  Rule  will  apply  in  the  case  of  adults  he 
should  find  after  examining  their  persons  and  the  turn  of 
their  minds  that  they  bore  a  most  exact  resemblance  to  one 
another  would  it  not  appear  strange  to  find  on  enquiry  that 
one  enjoyed  a  much  higher  reputation  than  the  other  without 
any  good  or  ill  conduct  on  the  part  of  either  to  deserve  it 
solely  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  parents  of  the  one  were  more 
remarkable  for  intilect  or  wealtii  than  the  parents  of  the  other 
when  it  is  quite  notorious  independent  of  the  facts  of  the  case 
that  such  qualities  are  not  a  whit  more  likely  to  descend  from 
sucli  a  source  than  from  any  other  a  little  reflection  and  ob¬ 
servation  would  cure  this  unfortunate  prejudice  on  the  part 
of  the  community  which  often  works  such  manifest  injustice. 
As  1  have  commenced  this  article  with  the  first  stages  of  our 
existence  I  shall  confine  my  present  observations  to  that 
period  of  human  life  and  in  some  future  part  of  this  work  will 
endeavor  to  illustrate  the  same  peculiarities  in  Adults  as  a 
general  Rule  children  will  behave  well  or  ill  according  to 
their  capacities  for  observation  and  the  correctness  of  their 
Judgments  but  they  should  not  be  treated  with  severity  if  they 
possess  as  a  great  many  do  a  propensity  to  tell  what  is  not 
true  or  to  commit  any  other  offence  against  good  morals  they 
should  be  observed  with  great  care  bv  their  parents  and  if 
they  do  not  possess  minds  sufficiently  acute  they  should  en¬ 
deavour  to  obtain  the  assistence  of  some  one  who  does  and 
on  whose  honesty  and  candor  they  can  rely  and  if  it  proceeds 
from  some  powerful  natural  impulse  that  their  reason  teaches 
them  is  wrong  they  should  be  talked  to  in  an  easy  and  fa¬ 
miliar  way  by  condoling  with  their  misfortune  and  sustaining 
their  resolution  to  abandon  such  practices  you  will  enable 
them  to  resist  such  vices  much  more  easily  than  by  ridicule 
severity  or  exposure  which  ought  never  to  be  resorted  to  if  it 
can  be  avoided  vanity  or  a  propensity  to  boast  ought  never 
to  be  treated  with  ridicule  or  any  severity  if  it  does  not  lead 
the  possessor  to  commit  some  act  that  is  morally  wrong  for 
although  this  peculiarity  generally  accompanies  mean  ca¬ 
pacities  yet  it  frequently  is  found  in  very  superior  ones  and 
if  it  does  no  real  injury  to  any  one  ought  to  be  treated  pre¬ 
cisely  as  a  bodily  infirmity  would  be  by  well-bred  persons 
that  is  by  not  taking  any  notice  whatever  of  it  more  especially 
if  the  unhappy  sufferer  is  conscious  of  the  infirmity  and  can¬ 
not  avoid  it.  if  they  possess  a  talent  for  any  particular  species 
of  learning  (any  information  that  will  be  of  use  to  ,them  in  life 


I  shall  include  under  the  name  of  learning)  that  denotes  a 
fitness  for  any  trade  or  profession  in  life  in  preference  to  an¬ 
other  they  should  always  be  allowed  to  follow  that  natural 
inclination  if  it  is  in  the  power  of  those  who  are  interested  in 
their  welfare  to  enable  them  to  do  so  in  teaching  them  the 
mind  ought  never  to  be  overloaded  and  they  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  abundance  of  both  bodily  and  mental  recreation  it 
is  extremely  difficult  for  the  body  to  retain  a  good  State  of 
health  without  a  great  deal  of  active  exercise  this  ought  to 
be  continued  through  life,  it  is  a  very  incorrect  idea  either 
of  gentility  or  comfort  to  suppose  that  it  consists  in  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  exercise  or  labour  and  I  would  observe  that 
the  mind  is  much  better  fitted  for  any  employment  when  the 
body  is  healthy  and  strong  than  in  any  other  situation. 
fl  would  recommend  to  parents  not  to  inculcate  any  princi¬ 
ples  on  the  minds  of  their  children  except  such  as  are  univer¬ 
sally  acknowledged  to  be  true  such  as  the  principles  of 
morality  and  an  obedience  to  the  laws  it  is  a  principle  of  law 
that  every  one  has  a  right  to  follow  the  pursuit  of  happiness 
in  their  own  way  and  according  to  their  own  Ideas  on  the 
subject  provided  they  do  not  violate  the  lawTs  or  invade  the 
rights  of  others  and  although  wealth  may  be  an  all  essential 
ingredient  of  happiness  to  some  minds  yet  it  may  not  be  so  to 
others  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  gross  tyranny  in  us  to  be 
continually  harping  upon  the  necessity  of  it  to  a  mind  that  did 
not  consider  it  essential  to  its  happiness  I  would  recommend 
that  the  individual  in  this  and  every  thing  else  should  be  left 
entirely  to  the  freedom  of  their  own  will  with  the  exception 
as  to  morality  and  an  obedience  to  the  laws  I  would  further 
observe  that  if  the* mind  has  a  desire  for  any  particular  spe¬ 
cies  of  worldly  good  they  should  have  all  the  information  ne¬ 
cessary  to  enable  them  to  understand  how  it  is  to  be  obtained 
laid  before  them  and  if  they  possess  the  abilities  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  it  their  exertions  ought  to  be  seconded 
by  their  parents  and  those  interested  in  their  Welfare  who  have 
the  means  of  assisting  them  in  the  pursuit  of  it  I  would  also 
observe  that  as  every  thing  is  extremely  transitory  and  uncer¬ 
tain  in  the  United  States  except  such  occupations  as  require 
manual  labor  the  children  ought  to  be  taught  some  trade 
by  which  they  can  earn  an  easy  and  respectable  living  unless 
they  posses  such  extraordinary  talents  as  render  success  in 
some  of  the  learned  professions  absolutely  certain  with  the 
means  their  parents  have  of  assisting  them.  It  is  a  prejudice 
of  ignorance  to  suppose  that  any  species  of  labor  will  render 
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those  who  resort  to  it  less  respectable  in  life  than  they  would 
otherwise  be  they  may  rest  assured  if  they  succeed  by  their 
industry  either  in  acquiring  a  fortune  or  information  or  both 
that  although  they  may  have  been  assailed  by  ignorance  and 
prejudice  on  the  way  to  it  that  as  soon  as  they  have  obtained 
distinction  in  life  they  will  be  judged  according  to  their  real 
merit  and  not  according  to  any  such  trifling  and  contempta- 
ble  distinctions  as  exemption  from  labor  or  ancient  family 
may  be  supposed  to  give  this  is  the  case  even  in  Europe  where 
they  have  noble  families  and  surely  it  is  not  reasonable  that 
Republicans  should  pay  more  respect  to  such  things  than  is 
paid  in  countries  where  such  distinctions  are  acknowledged 
by  the  laws  It  is  true  that  a  man’s  abilities  will  be  more  readi¬ 
ly  acknowledged  in  the  learned  professions  than  in  any  other 
situation  unless  it  is  some  Public  and  exalted  situation  this  is 
owing  partially  to  the  fact  that  the  learned  professions  being 
a  man  more  before  the  Public  and  partially  because  our  la¬ 
borers  and  mechanics  have  not  contributed  so  many  distin¬ 
guished  men  to  the  Nation  as  some  of  the  other  professions 
have  done  however  if  they  were  educated  it  would  in  a  great 
measure  do  away  with  this  distinction.  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  Adults  in  fact  I  have  already  said  a  great  deal  that  would 
apply  with  more  propriety  to  that  stage  of  life  than  any  other 
the  principles  of  our  nature  are  the  same  in  Adults  as  in  child¬ 
ren  we  are  all  selfish  and  I  would  not  advise  any  one  as  a 
general  Rule  to  trust  another  with  implicit  confidence  who  is 
interested  in  defeating  the  object  he  desires  to  obtain  in  a  vast 
majority  of  instances  he  will  find  himself  deceived  if  he  does 
no  matter  how  fair  a  character  the  individual  trusted  may 
bear  for  uprightness  and  honor  our  actions  as  a  general  Rule 
oven  among  religious  persons  are  guided  by  a  desire  to  obtain 
every  thing  that  gives  us  pleasure  in  this  world  without  trou¬ 
bling  ourselves  about  the  world  to  come  we  either  wish  to 
gratify  our  animal  propensities  or  the  desires  of  our  minds 
but  it  is  almost  invariably  with  the  pleasures  of  this  world. 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  what  constitutes  intilect  or  the 
want  of  it  the  legal  definition  of  an  Idiot  is  a  person  who  is 
so  stupid  as  not  to  know  his  father  or  mother  and  is  alto¬ 
gether  incapable  of  understanding  the  commonest  affairs  of 
life  stupidity  alone  constitutes  idiocy  for  if  any  other  Rule  is 
adopted  you  will  make  Idiots  out  of  some  of  the  brightest  ge¬ 
niuses  that  ever  lived  worldly  Wisdom  consists  in  the  ability 
necessary  to  see  what  is  most  wise  and  prudent  and  firmness 
enough  to  execute  the  dictates  of  the  mind.  Perceptive 
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power  enough  to  see  our  animal  wants  and  wisdom  enough  to 
provide  for  them  from  day  to  day  is  the  average  power  of  the 
human  mind  any  thing  beyond  that  is  above  the  average  of 
the  human  intilect.  a  mind  may  be  perfectly  sane  and  even 
brilliant  without  the  individual  possessing  it  having  any  pre¬ 
tences  to  worldly  wisdom  for  if  they  do  not  by  their  actions 
show  a  desire  to  provide  for  themselves  what  the  generally 
received  opinion  of  their  companions  in  life  consider  the  com¬ 
forts  of  life  they  do  not  possess  what  public  opinion  considers 
wisdom  there  is  a  very  great  variety  in  the  human  mind  and 
persons  who  do  not  thoroughly  understand  its  construction 
are  very  apt  to  form  incorrect  Judgments  on  the  subject  that 
mind  is  the  best  that  possesses  the  greatest  share  of  percep¬ 
tive  power  united  with  the  greatest  accuracy  of  Judgment  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  firmness  to  enable  the  individual  to  ex¬ 
ecute  the  dictates  of  his  mind  is  absolutely  necessary  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  first  rate  mind  I  shall  say  more  on  the  subject  of  firm¬ 
ness  hereafter  at  present  I  will  endeavour  to  make  myself 
more  distinctly  understood  on  the  subject  of  perceptive  pow¬ 
er  and  accuracy  of  Judgment  for  instance  you  will  frequently 
meet  with  two  minds  both  equally  capable  of  discerning  what 
is  going  on  around  them  in  the  world  and  yet  the  one  may 
be  immeasurably  superior  to  the  other  in  discriminating  what 
is  right  and  what  is  wrong  and  what  will  naturally  follow  from 
certain  circumstances  that  they  both  perceive  with  equal 
clearness,  the  mind  possessing  the  best  Judgment  will  of 
course  be  much  more  successful  in  life  than  the  other  with 
equal  opportunities  as  a  general  Rule  the  error  people  are  apt 
to  fall  into  is  to  set  them  both  down  as  equal  without  careful¬ 
ly  examining  whether  this  distinction  exists  it  may  be  further 
necessary  to  inform  the  reader  that  it  does  not  make  a  parti¬ 
cle  of  difference  either  in  law  or  reason  whether  the  individu¬ 
als  possess  a  propensity  to  boast  in  an  inordinate  manner  or 
make  pretences  equally  ridiculous  to  modesty  provided  they 
actually  ascertain  the  truth  with  a  certain  degree  of  accuracy 
and  it  is  no  matter  how  singular  the  desires  of  the  mind  may 
be  if  they  do  not  induce  the  individuals  to  act  in  an  unwise 
and  foolish  manner  they  are  Just  as  wise  as  the  most  prudent 
and  will  be  equally  successful  in  life  and  deservedly  so  I  have 
observed  before  that  firmness  is  a  necessary  ingredient  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  first  rate  mind  to  enable  the  individual  to  make  the 
most  of  his  abilities  he  ought  to  possess  firmness  enough  to 
execute  the  dictates  of  his  mind  with  unflinching  resolution  I 
will  here  observe  that  people  form  very  inaccurate  Ideas  on 
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the  subject  of  the  firmness  of  the  human  mind  the  firmest  and 
most  powerful  minds  in  existence  may  be  persuaded  out  of 
the  evidence  of  their  own  senses  if  the  whole  community  will 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  practising  fraud  and  falsehood  on 
them  this  it  will  be  readily  observed  is  seldom  practised  yet  I 
can  assure  the  reader  that  there  are  very  few  communites 
where  it  is  not  practised  and  with  success  too  producing  re¬ 
sults  in  human  life  that  would  astound  a  novice  while  on  the 
subject  of  firmness  I  will  observe  that  it  increases  with  the 
success  of  the  individual  in  life  and  the  degree  in  which  his 
abilities  are  acknowledged  and  appreciated  by  the  Public  I 
would  recommend  this  device  to  people  who  find  it  difficult 
to  resist  the  influence  produced  on  their  minds  by  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  others  to  ascertain  by  careful  observation  the  degree 
of  confidence  they  can  repose  in  their  own  discernment  and 
Judgment  and  whenever  they  have  formed  an  opinion  with 
which  they  feel  satisfied  always  to  keep  it  in  their  reccolection 
and  stick  to  it  with  unflinching  firmness  this  is  the  only  way 
in  which  a  man  of  acute  mind  can  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  his 
abilities  unless  we  can  rely  with  implicit  confidence  on  the 
candour  and  honesty  of  those  whose  abilites  experience  has 
taught  us  are  superior  to  our  own  I  have  heretofore  observed 
that  clearness  of  perception  accuracy  of  judgment  and  firm¬ 
ness  constitute  provided  they  exist  in  an  unusual  degree 
intellectual  superiority  there  are  other  qualities  however  that 
are  sometimes  useful  that  a  mind  possessing  these  qualites 
may  not  possess  such  as  cunning  and  foresight  some  possess 
a  natural  foresight  without  experience  this  however  is  not 
so  certain  as  experience  and  is  not  relied  on  with  as  much 
confidence  by  those  who  possess  it  in  the  highest  degree  a 
mind  possessing  clearness  of  perception  accuracy  of  Judgment 
and  firmness  may  acquire  foresight  by  pursuing  the  following 
Rule  let  the  individual  observe  what  circumstances  have  pro¬ 
duced  certain  events  heretofore  and  if  the  circumstances  do 
not  materially  vary  he  may  rest  assured  that  the  same  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  produce  the  same  results  again,  this  species 
of  information  no  matter  whether  it  is  acquired  by  personal 
experience  or  from  other  sources  is  what  I  mean  by  expe¬ 
rience.  As  to  the  faculty  of  cunning  it  may  in  a  measure  be 
acquired  by  observing  the  following  Rules  for  instance  if  you 
wish  to  produce  a  certain  impression  on  the  mind  of  any  one 
and  you  do  not  wish  to  assert  what  will  convict  you  of  false¬ 
hood  if  you  know  the  individual  to  have  a  much  greater  con¬ 
fidence  in  your  Judgment  and  information  than  he  has  in  his 
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own  you  can  commence  a  conversation  about  the  subject  and 
in  the  course  of  it  cautiously  shew  the  person  by  your  coun¬ 
tenance  and  words  that  the  impression  you  desire  to  produce 
on  his  mind  has  been  produced  on  yours  if  he  is  an  acute 
observer  it  would  be  the  best  way  not  to  suffer  any  expres¬ 
sion  whatever  to  remain  on  your  countenance  unless  you  have 
acquired  such  a  command  of  it  as  to  produce  an  expression 
perfectly  natural  this  can  only  be  done  by  suffering  your  mind 
to  believe  what  you  desire  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  if  you  will  practise  this  system  for  a  while  you  will 
soon  be  enabled  to  produce  an  expression  so  perfectly  natural 
that  it  will  deceive  any  one  until  they  detect  the  trick  by  its 
repetition  there  is  another  mode  of  deceiving  the  mind  if  the 
individual  possesses  a  correct  Judgment  by  inventing  such 
circumstances  as  are  most  probable  and  of  course  calculating 
the  evidence  to  suit  his  perceptive  powers  it  must  also  come 
from  persons  in  whose  veracity  he  has  confidence  by  follow¬ 
ing  this  Rule  you  can  induce  him  to  believe  any  thing  you 
wish  provided  it  is  not  so  grosly  unreasonable  as  to  be  alto¬ 
gether  incredible  I  will  observe  here  that  this  system  will 
suit  a  vast  majority  of  the  human  race  if  the  individual  does 
not  possess  a  correct  Judgment  ascertain  if  you  can  what 
particular  evidence  will  produce  an  impression  of  truth  on 
his  mind  and  proceed  accordingly  I  do  not  by  any  means 
sanction  this  system  as  fair  or  honourable  but  it  is  universally 
practised  by  all  who  understand  it  and  1  wish  to  place  those 
who  do  not  possess  the  faculty  more  on  a  par  with  their  more 
artful  companions  in  life  and  I  believe  it  will  have  a  tendency 
to  destroy  the  system  altogether.  I  will  observe  that  a  great 
many  minds  possess  an  inclination  and  ability  for  some  par¬ 
ticular  science  or  business  in  life  in  a  much  greater  degree 
than  others  whose  abilities  are  equal  in  other  respects  they 
should  follow  this  natural  inclination  provided  it  will  procure 
them  such  pleasures  and  comforts  of  life  as  their  minds  most 
desire  I  recommend  this  system  because  it  will  enable  the 
individuals  to  be  much  more  successful  in  life  than  they 
would  otherwise  be.  Some  people  give  themselves  an  infinite 
deal  of  trouble  and  unnecessary  vexation  by  pursuing  what 
they  imagine  to  be  a  prudent  and  cautious  course  the  truth  is 
that  the  prudence  and  cautiousness  of  the  most  artful  and 
powerful  minds  is  neither  as  wise  or  useful  to  themselves 
as  if  they  were  totally  to  lay  aside  their  art  and  cautiousness 
and  employ  the  same  abilities  for  the  purpose  of  clearly  dis¬ 
criminating  between  right  and  wrong  and  pursuing  a  frank 
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candid  upright  and  honorable  course  although  this  might 
sometimes  expose  them  to  slight  temporary  inconvenience  yet 
in  the  long  run  they  would  find  themselves  much  more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  life  than  if  they  had  pursued  their  imaginary  wise 
cautious  and  secret  course  in  fact  I  do  not  know  an  artful 
man  in  any  of  the  different  walks  of  life  who  has  not  been  less 
successful  with  the  same  abilities  than  he  would  have  been 
had  he  been  destitute  of  his  artful  and  cautious  temper  cun¬ 
ning  is  very  apt  to  excite  dislike  and  suspicion  and  prevents 
Justice  being  done  to  the  abilities  of  the  possessor  owing  to 
the  very  general  and  erroneous  impression  that  it  enables  the 
individual  to  be  much  more  successful  in  life  than  he  would 
otherwise  be  the  cunning  of  the  most  artful  can  only  produce 
slight  temporary  results  and  those  who  possess  the  greatest 
foresight  and  caution  will  find  when  they  arrive  at  the  looked 
for  period  that  they  would  have  been  much  nearer  the  goal 
of  their  ambition  had  they  pursued  a  straight  forward  course 
and  not  troubled  themselves  with  their  unnecessary  precau¬ 
tion  by  way  of  testing  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  I  would  advise 
the  reader  to  assemble  if  it  is  in  his  power  to  do  so  as  large 
a  number  of  persons  whose  minds  are  artful  in  different  de¬ 
grees  and  you  will  find  when  one  possesses  a  mind  more 
artful  than  another  he  will  look  upon  the  cunning  of  the 
weaker  one  as  absolute  folly  and  so  on  in  regular  succession 
untill  the  most  artful  of  all  and  he  will  find  by  experience  that 
all  cunning  is  folly  I  will  observe  here  that  the  prejudice  that 
exists  in  the  minds  of  some  persons  that  men  of  artful  minds 
are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  same  confidence  as  those  who 
do  not  possess  that  peculiarity  is  not  founded  in  reason  every 
one  ought  to  be  Judged  by  the  actual  fact  adopting  the  scrip¬ 
tural  maxim  let  the  tree  be  known  by  its  fruit  Women  of 
artful  minds  are  to  be  trusted  so  far  as  chastity  is  concerned 
with  as  much  confidence  and  indeed  with  more  confidence 
than  those  who  are  not  so  however  I  recommend  here  as 
above  that  every  one  should  be  Judged  by  the  actual  fact  and 
as  you  can  seldom  induce  an  artful  person  to  act  on  all  oc¬ 
casions  with  candour  I  would  recommend  that  a  Judgment 
be  formed  from  his  or  her  general  conduct  and  this  will  give 
you  as  true  and  correct  an  Idea  of  the  disposition  and  mind  of 
the  individual  as  you  can  form  of  the  mind  and  disposition  of 
the  most  frank  and  candid  I  observed  before  that  cunning 
will  sometimes  answer  a  useful  temporary  purpose  I  shall 
enumerate  a  few  that  occur  to  my  mind  in  love  affairs  it  may 
be  useful  and  in  politics  it  might  not  be  wise  or  prudent  at  all 
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times  to  speak  our  sentiments  with  perfect  freedom  but  to  a 
Lawyer  Merchant  or  Physician  it  is  highly  injurious  if  they 
use  it  in  their  professional  dealings  with  the  community  it  is 
injurious  in  any  business  that  does  not  depend  on  a  momen¬ 
tary  impulse  for  its  success  in  fact  if  the  momentary  impulse 
the  individual  wishes  to  produce  is  not  of  very  great  tempo¬ 
rary  advantage  to  him  I  would  advise  him  never  to  make  use 
of  this  faculty  on  any  occasion  whatever  it  will  leave  an  im¬ 
pression  of  distrust  on  the  minds  of  the  community  that  will 
outweigh  any  ordinary  advantage  to  be  gained  by  it. 

I  would  recommend  to  every  one  in  their  progress  through 
life  invariably  to  act  upon  all  occasions  with  independence  and 
spirit  adopting  for  their  maxim  the  maxim  adopted  by  our 
government  never  to  ask  for  anything  that  is  not  clearly  right 
and  not  to  submit  to  anything  that  is  wrong  in  every  situation 
in  life  this  maxim  should  be  followed  perhaps  as  a  politician 
this  maxim  might  sometimes  prove  injurious  but  even  as  a 
politician  I  do  not  envy  the  reputation  of  the  man  who  will 
descend  to  an  act  of  cringing  meaness  and  dishonour  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  an  exalted  situation.  It  is  observed  by 
the  Spectator  that  passionate  and  unreasonable  men  ought 
never  to  be  tolerated  by  any  one  who  does  not  depend  on 
them  for  bread  I  would  add  that  in  the  United  States  there 
is  no  necessity  for  even  that  exception  for  even  children  of  7 
or  8  years  of  age  confind  situations  in  which  they  can  earn  a 
comfortable  living  and  if  their  case  is  pointed  out  to  some  Ju¬ 
dicious  person  they  will  seldom  have  any  difficulty  in  reliev¬ 
ing  themselves  from  the  tyrrany  of  a  monster  I  will  also  ob¬ 
serve  that  by  cringing  and  fawning  upon  the  rich  or  great  no 
one  either  man  or  woman  will  obtain  from  them  the  slightest 
advantage  for  such  people  almost  invariably  endeavour  and 
successfully  too  to  make  you  the  instrument  of  gratifying  their 
avarice  or  ambition  taking  good  care  never  to  bestow  any  fa¬ 
vor  on  you  in  return  now  although  it  is  our  duty  as  good  mem¬ 
bers  of  society  never  to  behave  in  a  discorteus  or  unjust  man¬ 
ner  to  any  one  yet  it  is  equally  true  that  submitting  to  any 
thing  that  is  clearly  arrogant  and  unreasonable  from  any 
one  will  not  be  of  the  slightest  service  to  us  as  individ¬ 
uals  in  this  country  and  is  injurious  to  society  because  it 
encourages  the  person  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  to 
others  now  as  submitting  to  any  thing  unreasonable  and 
unjust  is  not  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  any  one  and 
the  fact  that  it  will  not  only  be  of  no  substantial  service 
to  us  but  will  really  and  actually  injure  our  affairs  ought 
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in  all  reason  to  be  sufficient  to  destroy  this  truly  contemptable 
and  degrading  practice  among  Republicans  some  people  carry 
their  veneration  and  respect  so  iar  for  the  rich  or  Great  that 
they  will  really  perform  services  for  them  without  the  slightest 
reward  that  they  would  not  perform  for  a  less  fortunate  indi¬ 
vidual  this  practice  is  very  silly  it  is  disgraceful  to  human  na¬ 
ture  even  putting  out  of  view  our  Republican  institutions 
when  employed  by  any  one  we  should  perform  our  services 
for  a  certain  and  specified  reward  without  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  circumstances  or  situation  of  our  employers  ex¬ 
cept  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  satisfy  us  that  we  shall  not  be 
disappointed  in  receiving  our  stipulated  remuneration  of  course 
in  performing  the  common  courtesies  of  life  every  one  ought 
to  follow  the  dictates  of  their  own  mind  always  keeping  in 
view  the  principles  of  reason  Justice  prudence  and  humanity 
and  always  remembering  that  the  most  humble  individual  in 
society  has  Just  as  much  right  to  be  treated  with  kindness 
and  Justice  as  the  most  exalted  and  that  we  shall  be  Just  as 
much  gainer  in  this  world  by  treating  them  as  well  and  such 
a  system  will  diffuse  pleasure  and  happiness  through  any  com¬ 
munity  that  will  adopt  it.  I  have  one  piece  of  advice  for  men 
and  I  would  most  earnestly  enforce  it  as  being  a  wise  and 
prudent  one  it  is  this  that  even  admitting  they  have  received 
a  liberal  education  and  intend  to  follow  some  of  the  learned 
professions  they  should  learn  some  trade  by  which  they  can 
earn  a  living  while  waiting  for  practice  (because  the  man 
must  be  fortunate  indeed  who  obtains  business  enough  as  a 
Lawyer  or  Physician  for  the  first  2  or  3  years  as  will  suppprt 
him)  and  they  will  find  in  the  long  run  it  will  add  both  to 
their  respectability  and  comfort  and  furthermore  I  would  re¬ 
commend  this  even  to  those  who  have  fortunes  as  it  will  give 
them  health  and  strength  which  are  very  essential  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  life  and  it  would  not  occupy  more  of  their  time  to 
earn  as  much  money  at  almost  any  trade  than  a  reasonable 
and  prudent  man  ought  to  spend  in  active  exercise  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  preserving  his  health  of  course  some  trade  ought  to  be 
selected  that  would  not  remove  them  from  the  place  where 
they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  practice  in  their 
profession  by  pursuing  this  course  any  man  may  not  only  ren¬ 
der  himself  comfortable  and  independent  at  once  but  if  he 
thinks  proper  to  be  industrious  and  economical  may  become 
rich  if  this  course  was  universally  introduced  it  would  give 
a  very  unusual  respectability  to  mechanics  and  so  many  men 
ofintilect  and  education  applying  their  minds  partially  to  the 
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subject  must  inevitably  produce  great  improvements  every 
man  of  acuteness  and  experience  must  have  observed  how 
much  young  professional  men  and  those  who  are  older  and 
have  not  been  successful  frequently  suffer  from  a  want  of  suf¬ 
ficient  funds  to  sustain  them,  if  this  system  was  once  intro¬ 
duced  it  would  soon  become  fashionable  and  popular  and 
would  render  all  professional  men  whether  successful  or  not 
comfortable  and  independent  and  I  will  observe  that  even  in 
our  present  state  of  society  it  would  not  derogate  in  the  slight¬ 
est  degree  the  dignity  of  a  man  of  talents  and  information  it 
is  only  persons  who  do  not  possess  those  qualities  and  who 
are  unable  to  see  the  real  cause  of  the  superior  dignity  and 
respectability  of  such  men  who  endeavour  to  imitate  them  in 
outward  appearance  vainly  hoping  that  by  doing  so  they  are 
placing  themselves  on  an  equal  footing  with  them.  If  such 
men  would  only  set  the  example  the  small  fry  would  soon 
follow  in  their  wake  and  they  would  have  the  satisfaction  to 
reflect  that  they  had  contributed  in  a  very  high  degree  to  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  their  fellow  men  the  reader  if  he  is  a 
man  of  experience  and  will  reflect  on  the  subject  will  recolect 
numerous  instances  of  persons  suffering  from  poverty  who 
would  have  been  willing  to  work  were  it  not  for  this  false 
species  of  pride  and  the  senseless  prejudices  of  the  more  ig¬ 
norant  classes  of  society  if  such  an  example  was  set  by  the 
Rich  and  Great  it  would  instantly  reform  all  this  and  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  welfare  of  all  parties  concerned  no  one  but  a  vul¬ 
gar  fellow  imagines  that  idleness  and  inacton  will  add  to  his 
gentility  or  comfort  I  shall  now  treat  on  a  vice  that  is  very 
universal  and  at  the  same  time  most  unreasonable  and  silly 
it  is  a  species  of  emulation  among  young  men  and  sometimes 
among  old  ones  as  to  who  shall  distinguish  themselves  most 
by  their  debaucheries  among  Women  I  have  before  stated 
that  the  Laws  and  the  principles  of  morality  are  the  only  true 
and  Just  code  of  Honour  and  it  is  either  from  a  distorted  mind 
or  want  of  experience  that  any  one  imagines  otherwise  and  in¬ 
stead  of  this  being  constantly  acknowledged  by  every  one 
young  men  whose  good  sense  would  teach  them  better  are 
induced  to  follow  these  vices  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  a 
reputation  for  fashionable  gallantry  and  to  prevent  a  suspicion 
of  coldness  of  constitution  that  a  strictly  moral  life  is  apt  to 
inspire  in  the  minds  of  silly  and  Ill  Judging  people,  they  fre¬ 
quently  pretend  to  an  unnatural  warmth  of  passion  and  go  to 
excesses  that  they  would  have  no  natural  inclination  to  in¬ 
dulge  were  it  not  for  this  very  unwise  influence  of  which  I 
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have  spoken  now  if  these  men  could  be  convinced  that  all 
violations  of  good  morals  are  evidence  and  the  strongest  evi¬ 
dence  of  imbecility  and  a  want  of  intilect  instead  of  being  a 
praiseworthy  and  popular  chivalry  towards  the  ladies  it  might 
have  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  unfair  influence  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking  and  would  keep  before  the  mind  the 
correct  code  and  only  leave  them  liable  to  the  errors  arising 
from  warm  passions  and  a  want  of  sufficient  firmness  to  con¬ 
trol  them  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  that  if  they 
have  pursued  such  practices  for  the  sake  of  popularity  among 
the  ladies  if  they  have  carried  them  to  such  an  excess  as  to 
destroy  their  bodily  vigor  they  may  rest  assured  that  circum¬ 
stance  alone  will  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  destroy  all  their 
former  Glory  and  leave  them  like  an  impudent  man  who  does 
not  possess  talents  and  has  lost  his  fortune  an  object  of  ridi¬ 
cule  detestation  and  contempt  the  wisest  practice  for  every  one 
is  to  get  a  wife  and  keep  his  marriage  vows  he  will  then  live 
to  a  healthy  old  age  and  if  he  is  fond  of  popularity  among  la¬ 
dies  he  will  not  have  deprived  himself  of  that  absolutely  es¬ 
sential  prerequisite  to  their  good  graces  as  to  drunkenness  this 
is  altogether  an  artificial  vice  and  is  so  palpably  injurious  to 
both  body  and  mind  that  I  shall  not  make  any  further  obser¬ 
vation  on  it  than  to  advise  the  reader  never  to  taste  any  kind 
of  Liquor  at  all  under  any  circumstances  and  not  to  suffer 
any  one  over  whom  he  has  a  control  to  do  so  chewing  To¬ 
bacco  is  injurions  to  the  constitution  and  ought  never  to  be 
learned  by  any  one  and  if  they  have  acquired  the  practice  and 
have  resolution  enough  to  quit  it  they  ought  to  do  so  the 
American  People  do  not  need  a  lecture  on  gluttony  if  this 
vice  exists  in  this  country  it  is  neither  fashionable  or  common 
while  on  the  subject  of  imorality  I  will  observe  that  depriving 
a  man  of  the  afections  of  his  wife  or  debauching  her  is  nothing 
to  be  proud  of  for  the  handsomest  man  in  the  community 
would  be  Just  as  liable  to  suffer  a  misfortune  of  that  kind  as 
the  most  illfavoured  and  in  addition  to  all  this  such  practices 
will  render  a  man  very  odious  and  do  him  a  serious  injury 
that  the  gratification  will  by  no  means  repay  I  will  conclude 
by  saying  of  adultery  what  1  have  said  of  gluttony  the  Ameri¬ 
can  People  do  not  need  a  lecture  on  the  subject.  I  shall 
now  approach  the  passion  of  love  young  persons  scarcely  ever 
understand  this  correctly  they  either  do  not  know  anything 
about  it  until  they  feel  the  sensation  or  else  they  have  been 
misled  by  Novels  and  Romances  it  is  true  that  Novels  and 
Romances  describe  the  sensation  very  exactly  but  the  con- 
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stancy  and  unchangeableness  of  the  passion  which  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  delineating  is  altogether  a  vision  of  the  imagi¬ 
nation  for  instance  take  a  young  Woman  who  loves  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  violence  and  if  it  is  her  first  or  even  second  love 
she  will  think  that  to  be  prevented  from  enjoying  the  society 
of  the  individual  she  loves  would  deprive  her  of  all  earthly 
pleasure  and  yet  if  you  bring  a  person  who  is  still  more  at¬ 
tractive  into  her  company  for  a  week  the  object  of  her  adora¬ 
tions  will  become  totally  changed  and  the  undying  and  un¬ 
changeable  passion  which  Moore  has  so  beautifully  described 
will  be  found  to  be  the  vision  of  a  Poets  imagination  it  is  also 
true  that  the  mind  naturally  loves  change  in  this  passion  and 
the  lady  will  often  desert  an  old  sweetheart  for  one  for  whom 
her  love  is  by  no  means  so  violent  on  account  of  this  love  of 
change  I  will  observe  that  love  where  it  has  once  existed  with 
violence  will  continue  through  life  with  a  varying  degree  of 
animation  it  is  also  true  that  the  feelings  of  married  persons 
are  just  as  liable  to  be  led  astray  as  the  feelings  of  single  ones 
if  they  are  not  cautious  about  indulging  in  familiar  intercourse 
with  attractive  persons  and  do  not  keep  constantly  before 
their  minds  the  great  impropriety  of  falling  in  love  with  any 
person  but  those  whom  the  laws  and  rules  of  propriety  per¬ 
mit  them  to  love  without  disgrace  or  crime  a  woman  who 
feels  a  strong  sense  of  propriety  will  generally  unless  her  mind 
is  a  very  singular  one  avoid  after  marriage  falling  in  love  with 
any  one  but  her  husband  and  if  she  has  once  loved  him  the 
passion  will  continue  through  life  as  I  stated  before  with  a 
varying  degree  of  animation.  If  any  one  has  acquired  a 
reputation  for  being  remarkably  attractive  they  will  more  easily 
fall  iu  love  with  him  as  a  general  Rule  although  there  are 
some  exceptions  and  indeed  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  passion  though  in  a  very  slight  degree  by  a  reputa¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  where  no  passion  whatever  could  otherwise 
have  existed  I  will  here  state  a  fact  known  to  few  unless  by 
experience  that  if  the  lady  is  induced  by  any  means  to  believe 
that  the  individual  whom  she  loves  is  incompetent  it  will  in¬ 
stantly  extinguish  the  passion  and  produce  an  unnatural  feel¬ 
ing  of  dislike  to  him  so  strong  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
almost  any  observer  this  feeling  in  Women  however  to  such 
a  person  is  universal  and  is  so  violent  as  to  create  surprise  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  who  has  never  observed  it  previously 
married  Women  exhibit  it  much  more  strongly  than  single 
ones  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  use  the  expression  unnatu¬ 
ral  in  describing  this  feeling  among  Women  for  it  is  univer- 
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sal  and  I  would  advise  the  individual  if  it  is  really  true  to 
seperate  himself  from  the  society  of  Women  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble  for  their  prejudices  will  be  so  strong  against  him  that  they 
will  scarcely  ever  do  him  Justice  in  anything  I  would  also 
advise  people  who  are  disposed  to  be  humane  and  reasona¬ 
ble  not  to  rely  with  confidence  on  any  report  they  may  hear 
among  Women  unfavourable  to  such  a  person  if  they  are 
aware  that  such  a  reputation  whether  true  or  false  is  in  cir¬ 
culation  among  them  and  1  would  advise  them  not  to  Judge 
harshly  of  the  ladies  under  such  circumstances  untill  they 
have  ascertained  the  impression  such  a  reputation  will  make 
on  the  minds  of  ladies  of  whose  goodness  of  disposition  they 
have  no  doubt  after  doing  so  they  will  be  able  to  form  a  cor¬ 
rect  Judgment  as  to  whether  the  disposition  of  the  individual 
is  unnaturally  cruel  or  wicked.  I  shall  continue  the  prac¬ 
tice  as  heretofore  of  laying  down  Rules  and  sometimes  giving 
advice  while  on  the  subject  of  love  I  would  recommend  to 
every  young  man  to  marry  a  woman  who  will  make  an 
agreeable  companion  in  life  I  do  not  confine  him  to  any  Pla¬ 
tonic  Rules  but  advise  him  to  select  such  a  one  as  will  afford 
him  the  greatest  share  of  pleasure  and  as  to  wealth  I  shall 
neither  condemn  or  recommend  I  shall  content  myself  with 
observing  that  if  the  lady  has  it  not  in  actual  possession  he 
will  stand  a  very  fair  chance  of  losing  the  consideration  that 
induced  him  to  marry  altogether  and  I  would  furthermore  ob¬ 
serve  that  if  the  individual  marrying  is  engaged  in  any  spe¬ 
cies  of  business  that  is  liable  to  fluctuate  and  eventuate  in  in¬ 
solvency  unless  as  I  observed  the  lady  has  the  money  in 
actual  possession  the  inducement  would  not  tempt  any  sensi¬ 
ble  man  who  knows  the  World  To  the  Ladies  I  would  say 
always  choose  a  husband  who  possesses  a  superior  intilect  if 
she  can  get  such  a  one  as  he  is  much  more  likely  to  procure 
for  her  the  pleasures  and  luxuries  of  life  than  a  man  who 
possesses  money  unless  his  fortune  is  large  and  he  is  in  such 
a  situation  that  it  does  not  require  the  exercise  of  keen  wits  to 
hold  his  own  or  in  other  words  if  he  is  not  engaged  in  any 
kind  of  business  whereby  his  fortune  might  be  seriously 
diminished  and  if  he  is  sober  and  possesses  prudence  enough 
not  to  risk  it  ladies  are  not  by  any  means  on  an  equality  with 
men  in  life  they  have  scarcely  the  privilege  of  choosing  a  hus¬ 
band  and  the  senseless  chivalry  shown  towards  them  in  some 
matters  of  trifling  importance  does  them  more  injury  than 
good  this  doctrine  will  unquestionably  hold  good.  If  you 
give  any  one  man  or  woman  privileges  that  can  be  enforced 
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by  law  they  will  be  enforced  in  almost  every  instance  and  by 
showing  outwardly  for  it  is  seldom  allowed  in  the  family  cir¬ 
cle  that  peculiar  condecension  to  their  wishes  it  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  deceive  the  People  who  if  every  thing  appeared  in 
its  true  colours  might  perhaps  be  induced  to  bestow  more 
real  privileges  that  would  be  enforced  by  Law  because  it  is 
ridiculous  to  talk  of  accomplishing  anything  substantial  in  any 
other  way  I  have  one  more  advice  for.  the  ladies  never  to  mar¬ 
ry  a  Drunkard  hoping  to  reform  him  be  sure  that  he  has  re¬ 
formed  first  unless  he  is  a  man  of  very  unusual  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  firmness  of  mind  I  will  further  observe  that  this  vice 
generally  attends  cold  constitutions  and  has  of  itself  a  tenden¬ 
cy  to  destroy  the  animal  warmth  in  addition  to  this  fact  you 
can  scarcely  place  such  an  individual  in  any  situation  in  life 
that  he  will  not  totally  waste  his  property  and  every  one 
knows  such  an  animal  is  not  likely  to  earn  more  All  chival¬ 
rous  Ideas  of  honor  that  lead  men  to  acts  of  violence  Duelling 
&  are  a  relict  of  Feudal  barbarism  and  ought  to  be  abolished 
when  the  laws  afford  a  remedy  people  ought  never  to  resort 
to  any  other  those  communities  that  are  acknowledged  to  be 
the  most  intelligent  and  highly  civilized  condemn  such  prac¬ 
tices  most  strongly  and  it  is  certainly  not  consistent  with  rea¬ 
son  that  we  should  enact  laws  condemning  practices  that  we 
Justify  by  Public  Opinion  and  in  some  places  even  compel 
persons  who  are  sensitive  in  that  way  to  violate  the  Law  who 
would  otherwise  have  no  inclination  to  do  so  this  veneration 
and  partial  imitation  of  Feudalism  is  unworthy  of  a  people 
who  live  under  a  free  government  giving  equal  rights  to  all 
for  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  system  which  most 
persons  imagine  was  the  ancient  system  of  England  that 
mother  of  Modern  Liberty  was  introduced  from  abroad  and 
that  there  was  a  constant  struggle  between  the  ancient  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  common  Law  which  are  really  the  foundation  of 
all  rational  liberty  and  Justice  at  least  in  Modern  times  and 
this  senseless  and  barbarous  system  untill  the  revolution  gave 
it  its  death  blow  and  left  the  English  nation  to  return  like  an 
individual  who  has  correct  reasoning  powers  but  who  from 
being  educated  under  a  system  that  only  partially  acknow¬ 
ledged  their  Justice  and  propriety  is  enabled  gradually  to  get 
rid  of  his  prejudices  even  although  his  reason  most  clearly 
convinces  him  they  were  wrong  this  process  is  rapidly  pro¬ 
ducing  its  natural  result  in  England  and  still  more  rapidly  in 
the  United  States  more  especially  in  those  states  where  insti¬ 
tutions  resembling  the  Feudal  institutions  have  been  totally 
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abolished  a  reverence  for  and  an  appeal  to  the  Laws  in  all 
cases  is  the  characteristic  of  all  free  people  and  indeed  genu¬ 
ine  liberty  cannot  exist  without  it  I  will  here  observe  although 
as  men  nature  has  made  us  all  equal  yet  she  has  conferred 
different  favours  upon  us  and  where  one  possesses  a  real  and 
substantial  superiority  over  another  it  ought  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  if  one  man  or  woman  is  superior  to  another  either  in 
talents  or  beauty  or  anything  else  that  gives  a  real  and  sub¬ 
stantial  superiority  that  our  reason  teaches  us  and  the  com¬ 
mon  sense  of  Mankind  acknowledges  to  be  a  substantial  su¬ 
periority  we  ought  to  acknowledge  it  without  hesitation  be¬ 
cause  we  secretly  admit  the  truth  of  it  and  I  hold  this  to  be  a 
clear  and  indisputable  doctrine  that  whatever  can  be  shown 
by  clear  and  conclusive  argument  or  experience  the  strongest 
of  all  arguments  to  be  true  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  human  race  it  should  be  known  and  acknowledged  any 
system  that  has  a  contrary  tendency  maintains  a  continual 
struggle  with  the  laws  of  nature  and  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
hereafter  to  shew  that  good  morals  a  reverence  for  the  laws 
and  a  disposition  to  render  cne  another  comfortable  in  life 
can  be  more  successfully  cultivated  by  this  universal  dissemi¬ 
nation  ot  truth  and  rejection  of  every  thing  that  cannot  be 
sustained  by  reason  and  experience  than  any  other  mode  It 
was  observed  with  great  truth  by  Doctor  Johnson  that  the 
public  always  decided  correctly  any  question  that  had  been 
long  before  them  I  shall  here  endeavour  to  point  out  what 
Public  Opinion  naturally  where  left  to  form  a  Judgment 
without  prejudice  acknowledges  to  be  a  real  and  substantial 
benefit  I  shall  first  of  all  commence  with  the  persons  and 
minds  ot  the  human  Race  as  they  are  anknowledged  to  be  the 
most  important  bodily  strength  is  a  benefit  it  enables  the  pos? 
sessor  to  serve  himself  in  innumerable  ways  a  greater  degree 
of  it  than  is  necessary  to  the  performance  of  the  usual  routine 
of  life  is  not  however  looked  upon  as  being  very  important 
beauty  is  looked  upon  as  important  it  assists  a  man  most 
powerfully  in  obtaining  a  wife  and  a  woman  in  obtaining  a 
husband  superiority  of  intilect  is  very  important  it  gives  the 
possessor  an  influence  over  all  minds  that  are  inferior  to  his 
own  this  last  Rule  without  some  explanation  might  lead  to 
cavilling  and  doubt  some  minds  are  so  strangely  organised 
that  they  cannot  comprehend  correct  reasoning  over  such  a 
mind  superiority  of  intilect  will  not  give  an  influence  unless 
it  is  placed  in  some  exalted  situation  where  the  voice  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Opinion  acknowledges  its  merit  Ignorance  and  prejudice 
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too  will  frequently  prevent  well  organized  minds  from  Justly 
appreciating  correct  reasoning  however  the  influence  of  intel¬ 
lectual  superiority  will  be  strongly  felt  under  any  circumstan¬ 
ces  if  it  is  brought  fairly  before  the  Public  if  a  superior  mind  is 
placed  in  an  exalted  situation  it  will  enable  the  possessor  to 
sustain  himself  with  great  ease  because  the  principles  of  our 
nature  acknowledge  his  superiority  and  having  instituted  sta¬ 
tions  of  Power  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  us  within  certain 
bounds  and  limits  we  the  more  readily  acknowledge  and  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  decrees  of  a  mind  that  convinces  us  by  his  in- 
telectual  superiority  that  he  is  the  most  competent  to  dis¬ 
charge  its  duties. 

Intellectual  superiority  will  give  either  man  or  woman  an 
influence  in  any  situation  in  life  always  heightened  however 
by  any  circumstance  that  gives  a  real  and  substantial  Power 
wealth  gives  Power  and  is  acknowledged  by  Public  Opinion 
to  be  a  real  and  substantial  benefit  useful  information  gives 
Power  and  is  a  real  and  substantial  benefit  as  to  good  breed¬ 
ing  and  politeness  if  people  will  follow  the  maxims  I  have 
heretofore  laid  down  that  is  not  to  pay  any  attention  what¬ 
ever  either  to  the  bodily  or  mental  infirmities  of  any  one  pro¬ 
vided  they  do  not  lead  the  possessor  to  violate  the  laws  or 
invade  the  rights  of  others  indeed  the  maxim  of  our  Saviour 
will  answer  for  a  code  of  good  breeding  better  than  any 
Chesterfield  on  record  (As  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you  do  ye  even  so  unto  them)  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with 
the  peculiarities  of  the  human  mind  so  that  he  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  correctly  to  understand  its  various  workings  and  if  his 
disposition  and  capacity  are  good  he  may  be  by  following 
my  precepts  a  good  man  and  an  accomplished  gentleman 
The  result  of  all  this  reasoning  would  bring  the  mind  to  the 
inevitable  conclusion  that  a  republican  government  is  the 
most  natural  of  all  governments  and  is  sustained  by  the 
natural  unbiassed  Judgment  of  the  human  mind  and  is  the 
strongest  of  all  governments  and  the  best  calculated  to  ad¬ 
minister  Justice  to  its  members  the  true  reason  why  any  dis¬ 
tinctions  are  acknowledged  in  any  portion  of  our  country 
except  real  and  substantial  ones  is  that  we  have  not  yet  al¬ 
together  got  rid  of  the  monarchial  and  Feudal  prejudices  of 
our  ancestors  and  the  influx  of  Foreigners  educated  under 
such  institutions  lias  a  tendency  more  particularly  in  large 
cities  where  they  are  numerous  and  our  People  have  fre¬ 
quent  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  to  keep  up  these  false 


and  unfounded  distinctions  The  true  reason  why  Nobility  of 
blood  and  illustrious  family  is  prized  in  Europe  is  because 
it  confers  on  the  possessor  a  chance  of  obtaining  some  real 
and  substantial  advantage  under  the  institutions  of  the  coun¬ 
try  where  it  does  not  confer  some  such  substantial  advantage 
the  good  sense  of  enlightened  Europeans  rejects  it  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  weak  and  Ignorant  in  Europe  think  like  the  weak 
and  Ignorant  of  our  own  country  that  if  a  mans  ancestors 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  some  great  actions  their 
descendents  have  acquired  some  natural  superiority  over 
their  companions  this  is  partially  owing  to  an  unfounded  and 
incorrect  Idea  that  the  qualities  of  our  ancestors  descend  to 
their  posterity  so  far  as  intilect  is  concerned  this  notion  will 
prove  on  trial  ludicrously  untrue  I  shall  now  observe  We 
should  not  totally  reject  the  statements  of  those  whom  we 
know  to  be  in  the  habit  of  stating  what  is  not  true  but  if  their 
story  appears  probable  after  applying  the  foregoing  Rules  we 
ought  at  least  to  investigate  the  matter  by  calling  for  the  bes.t 
evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of  this  is  a  Rule  of 
Law  and  I  would  advise  the  application  of  it  to  every  state¬ 
ment  that  we  are  called  on  to  credit  even  if  the  narrator 
bears  an  irreproachable  character  for  veracity  I  certainly 
would  not  advise  any  one  to  behave  to  People  of  irreproach¬ 
able  character  for  veracity  in  such  a  way  as  to  induce  them 
to  believe  that  you  doubted  their  word  however  if  you  can 
investigate  the  matter  without  being  suspected  I  would  advise 
you  to  do  so  and  if  it  is  of  great  importance  delicacy  ought 
always  to  give  way  to  prudence  by  way  of  giving  the  reader 
a  more  definite  Idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  best  evidence 
the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of  I  will  endeavour  to  Illus¬ 
trate  it  by  example  for  instance  if  any  one  is  telling  you  a 
story  that  you  are  anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  and  the 
narrator  alleges  that  it  occurred  among  persons  from  whom 
you  could  enquire  as  to  the  truth  of  it  you  should  make  en¬ 
quiry  in  the  fullest  manner  among  those  persons  where  the 
occurrence  actually  took  place  or  if  you  hear  from  any  one 
no  matter  how  unquestionable  the  individuals  veracity  may 
be  of  some  occurrence  that  the  narrator  alleges  there  is  writ¬ 
ten  or  printed  documents  to  authenticate  you  should  examine 
those  documents  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  so  in  short  you 
should  trace  every  thing  to  the  fountain  head  this  precaution 
about  putting  implicit  confidence  in  the  statements  of  any  one 
is  not  more  necessary  from  the  fal lability  of  our  nature  than 
from  the  fact  that  the  most  acute  and  accurate  minds  may  be 
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mistaken  on  almost  any  subject  even  admitting  that  they  horn 
estly  intended  to  give  a  perfectly  fair  account  of  the  transac¬ 
tions  they  are  narrating  I  shall  conclude  this  article  by  laying 
down  a  Rule  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Reader  to 
ascertain  the  wealth  of  any  one  whose  circumstances  he  is 
desirious  of  investigating  always  ascertain  the  amount  of 
visible  property  the  individual  owns  whether  Real  or  personal 
and  if  it  is  not  visible  you  may  conjecture  as  a  general  Rule 
that  he  does  not  possess  any  you  of  course  can  generally 
calculate  the  amount  of  his  debts  from  the  peculiar  business 
in  which  he  is  engaged  and  the  information  you  can  receive 
from  others  in  the  same  situation  never  be  induced  to  believe 
in  the  wealth  of  any  one  without  the  clearest  proof  unless  it 
is  visable.  a  short  dissertation  on  the  way  to  wealth  may  not 
be  altogether  inappropriate  however  as  this  subject  has  been 
so  ably  handled  by  Dr.  Franklin  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
what  would  appear  to  my  mind  to  be  the  most  certain  and 
prudent  course  taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of 
business  and  society  in  the  United  States  for  instance  if  a  man 
is  a  mechanic  and  wishes  to  grow  Rich  with  certainty  and 
without  incurring  Risk  let  him  save  all  he  can  from  his  earn¬ 
ings  and  either  lend  it  on  interest  to  some  person  who  is  very 
rich  and  not  engaged  in  any  kind  of  business  by  which  he 
may  lose  his  wealth  or  invest  it  in  some  stock  that  is  safe 
however  I  would  always  prefer  lending  to  a  very  rich  man 
who  is  not  in  debt  and  does  not  incur  any  risk  by  which  he 
can  lose  his  fortune,  after  he  has  accumulated  a  sufficient 
sum  in  this  way  let  him  purchase  houses  and  lots  in  some 
flourishing  City  or  town  in  this  way  if  a  man  is  industrious 
and  economical  he  can  not  fail  to  become  rich  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States  I  would  advise  a  merchant  who  is  doing  a 
safe  and  certain  business  if  he  has  acquired  more  money  than 
he  needs  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  his  business  to  pursue 
the  same  course  to  those  whose  fortunes  are  afloat  on  the 
credit  system  I  have  no  advice  to  offer  to  a  Lawyer  Physi¬ 
cian  or  any  other  person  whose  earnings  are  regular  perma¬ 
nent  and  certain  I  would  say  they  may  become  Rich  with 
absolute  certainty  and  without  Risk  by  pursueing  the  course 
I  have  recommended  to  the  Mechanic’s  provided  they  earn 
more  than  they  spend  I  cannot  conclude  this  work  without 
giving  some  advice  to  the  young  members  of  the  Bar  if  they 
possess  first  rate  talents  I  would  recommend  them  by  all 
means  to  settle  in  some  of  the  eastern  cities  no  matter  what 
their  circumstances  may  be  they  will  succeed  much  more 
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rapidly  and  receive  a  handsome  pecuniary  reward  for  their 
services  I  give  this  advice  on  account  of  the  superior  intelli¬ 
gence  and  civilization  of  the  eastern  cities  and  a  man  of  tal¬ 
ents  will  be  much  surer  of  success  in  any  of  the  eastern  than 
western  states  1  will  lay  it  down  as  a  general  Rule  and  I  am 
confident  that  the  exceptions  to  it  will  be  few  indeed  that  a 
man  of  first  rate  talents  and  great  refinement  of  Manners  will 
be  taken  for  an  imbecile  and  a  vulgar  fellow  in  any  ignorant 
community  he  can  go  into  at  any  rate  his  success  will  by  no 
means  equal  that  of  persons  whose  abilities  are  far  beneath 
his  but  who  have  not  advanced  in  refinement  beyond  their 
companions  this  caution  to  men  of  talent  about  settling  in 
large  cities  is  also  necessary  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  small 
communities  there  is  generally  some  few  rich  and  influential 
members  of  society  who  feel  themselves  interested  in  sustain¬ 
ing  the  members  of  the  Bar  already  there  and  they  will  ex¬ 
ercise  their  influence  against  a  man  of  talents  with  a  force 
and  effect  that  a  man  who  has  been  educated  in  an  eastern 
community  cannot  form  anything  like  a  correct  Idea  of  young 
men  are  generally  overwhelmed  with  the  difficulty  they  see 
that  others  have  in  succeeding  in  large  cities  and  remove  to 
the  West  because  they  can  more  immediately  form  acquain- 
tences  and  associations  Erroneously  supposing  that  because 
they  attract  public  attention  sooner  that  they  will  succeed 
more  rapidly  I  feel  satisfied  that  any  man  who  has  tried  the 
experiment  will  convince  them  of  their  error  I  will  here  ob¬ 
serve  that  old  and  highly  civilized  communities  are  decidedly 
the  most  agreeable  and  any  one  who  has  a  romantic  desire 
to  live  almost  in  a  state  of  nature  would  do  well  to  make  a 
trial  of  it  before  he  makes  his  arrangements  for  a  permanent 
residence  in  such  a  state  of  society. 


